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“I sustain myself with the love of family.” 

― Maya Angelou 
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My goal for family lifestyle sessions is to preserve memories for children. 
When they grow up and look back at the pictures, I want them to 
remember a specific stool that made them feel tall or a plaque that hung 
for years in the kitchen. More than that, I want them to see their parents as
young people, to recall a specific expression from a family member, or to 
realize as adults how carefully they were treated and how special they 
were and are to their parents. 
Some people ask, "What do you do with these pictures in the meantime?" 
Make a canvas, use a website like Blurp.com to make a book, or print the 
pictures off and slide them into photo albums that the kids can thumb 
through.  Persevere them. You are storing a time and place in your family's 
history.  
 



 
 
Clean up excess clutter, but leave the house in a 
relaxed and natural state. 
 
Make a mental note of the things your family likes to 
do together. Have those things available. The more 
activities that you have ready, the better. 
 
Dress in clothes that make you feel attractive but that 
are also comfortable and fit the home environment. 
 
Observe the sunlight in your home. I will need to know 
the best time of day to shoot. Natural light is an 
important element to this style of photography. 
 
Don't worry about the children smiling or looking at 
the camera.  Just concentrate on the activity, and let 
me take care of the rest.   
 
Remember that this is an opportunity to be your 
authentic self.  Embrace who you are, and be proud. 
We are all someone special in this world. 
 

How do I prepare my home and 
family for a lifestyle session? 
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How long does it last? 
 
A typical in-home session lasts two hours.   
 
Do you follow us around and take pictures? 
 
 The best way for me to blend in and make everyone 
comfortable is by becoming part of the family.  I talk 
and ask questions. Most clients say that a lifestyle 
session is the most comfortable photo session they 
have ever done. 
 
What if the kids don't cooperate? 
 
I prefer it.  I don't want kids looking at the camera and 
smiling.  That's not what this sort of session is all about. 
It's about authentic family moments. 
 
What if I don't have any natural light in my home? 
 
We can make it work by using artificial lights. 
 
 
 
 
 
.  
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What do you enjoy doing together? That's the first question I ask families 
when they inquire about an outdoor photoshoot.  Although I do take posed 
pictures, family portraits that also include an activity, like a game of football, a
picnic in the park, or even a simple game of telephone, give life to pictures. 
Along with these candid photos, the ideal family photoshoot includes an 
individual portrait of each child, a sibling shot, a parent picture, and of course 
a family portrait. Is your list different? Let me know. 
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LOCATION: 
After we decide on an activity, we discuss location.  A 
good place can make the shoot.   
 
TIME OF DAY: 
I prefer to shoot very early in the morning or at the 
golden hour when possible. The golden hour is the 
hour before sunset. I love light, and when the light is 
low to the earth, it produces beautiful drama.  Of 
course, if the kids are toddlers and it's a July shoot, this 
may not work. However, this is my preference when 
possible. 
 
LENGTH OF PHOTOSHOOT: 
I like to take an hour and a half to shoot an outdoor 
family session.  It takes time to get comfortable with 
the camera.  With a few activities, time flies.   
 
WHAT TO WEAR: 
The best advice is not to be too matchy-matchy. 
Choose coordinating colors, and keep it simple. 
 
ATTENTION: 
I do take pictures of hands, so please make sure they 
are clean if you want them to be clean in the pictures. 
 I love messy kids, but that is a personal preference.  If 
anyone in the family has an injury or a bruise or a rash, 
I need to know about it ahead of time.  Please do not 
assume that everything can be fixed in Photoshop.  
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All of my images are delivered digitally.  After your session, I spend five to ten hours "culling" or choosing the best 
photos, editing them, and looking for personality and story.  When I have completed this process, I put them in an 
online album for you to view.  I give you a code word so that you can mark "private" any picture you do not want to 
be put on social media.  I feel strongly that your image belongs to you and that you have a right to see the pictures 
first.  I also ask that you "heart" your favorite images.  If you have any issues with your album, this is the time to let 
me know.   
 
 
 My current price for a location photoshoot--which is anywhere outside of the studio-- is $325.  This includes an 
album with around 40 pictures.  Payment is due at the time of your photoshoot.  With a location shoot, you also 
receive a flash drive of your images.  This is delivered to your home or place of business.  You receive a print release 
that allows you to make as many copies of your pictures as you like.   
 
 

Looking to do an extended family session? Let's come up 

with some fun things to do because the same rules apply the 

large family groups as small family groups.



A family studio session 
is a smaller commitment in 
terms of time and money. 
 
Clothes should be more muted 
and perhaps more sophisticated. 
 We can have fun in the studio, 
but in the studio, I will be striving 
for a tight family portrait that 
features the face and shoulders.   
 
PRICE: $245 for 15-20 images 
delivered in an online album.  I 
accept Paypal and credit cards,  
 
Time Commitment: 
 40 minutes 
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L A U R A  I N G A L L S  W I L D E R  

L I T T L E  H O U S E  I N  T H E  B I G  W O O D S

“When the fiddle had stopped singing Laura called 
out softly, “What are days of auld lang syne, Pa?” 

 
“They are the days of a long time ago, Laura,” Pa said. 

“Go to sleep, now.” 
 

But Laura lay awake a little while, listening to Pa’s 
fiddle softly playing and to the lonely sound of the 
wind in the Big Woods. She looked at Pa sitting on 
the bench by the hearth, the firelight gleaming on 
his brown hair and beard and glistening on the 
honey-brown fiddle. She looked at Ma, gently 

rocking and knitting. 
 

She thought to herself, “This is now.” 
 

She was glad that the cosy house, and Pa and Ma 
and the firelight and the music, were now. They 

could not be forgotten, she thought, because now is 
now. It can never be a long time ago.” 

 
 


