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WHAT MAKES A GOOD SENIOR 
PORTRAIT COLLECTION?

D R E S S  Y O U R S E L F

The perfect senior session is a reflection of your interests, personality, and history. It’s a combination of 

fun pictures for posting on Instagram and classic pictures that look good in the yearbook and on Mom’s 

wall. Every senior session should have one killer shot—whether it be a smoke bomb, something near the 

water, a bonfire, or whatever you can dream up. Creating a portrait collection is fun, and that energy 

should be reflected in the images.  It’s a once in a lifetime event. Make it epic. 
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The baseline price for a senior session is $525. We begin the evening at the studio.  Next, we go on 

location. Plan on choosing two to three locations depending on the distance and the amount of time it 

takes to shoot at your chosen location. The evening ends around dusk. I take lots of pictures and edit up 

the best ones. The edited images are placed in an online album, and you also receive a flash drive of your 

images. Most students do not need more than a single night of shooting.  If you require more 

time, additional time can be arranged. The price for that additional time can range from $95-$250. 
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PREPARE 
 
 

    The best way to get great photos is to communicate your ideas. The more I know ahead of time the 

better the pictures turn out. I prefer to meet before the session so I can get a feel for your style and 

interests.  Creating a Pinterest board is always helpful.  The pictures rarely end up looking the same 

(different model/ different location), but it gives us a place to begin.  Too, the best pictures are pictures 

that include places that mean something to you. Give some thought to location.  I love to shoot in new 

and interesting places. 

 

Clothing and Accessories: Please message me with pictures of all your outfits (send them to my Facebook 

business page or text me at 701-269-1329).  Make sure to include a variety of clothes   Having something 

formal and simple for studio pictures is important in creating that classic portrait. In general, simple, 

fitted clothes look better in portraits than loose clothes with lots of patterns. Bring accessories like hats, 

scarves, sunglasses, and jewelry. We may not use everything, but it is nice to have options.  It's better to 

bring too many clothes than not enough.  

 

Skin: A least two weeks before your shoot, practice a good skin regime.  Wash face twice a day.  Use a 

mild soap or acne cleanser.  If you have a significant amount of acne, please let me know ahead of your 

appointment. 
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 Makeup: : 

*Do not use mineral-based makeups. They make the skin look blotchy in photos. 

*Please use natural light when applying your makeup so that you can get a better idea of how it will 

look in pictures. An orange foundation with a white neck is difficult to correct in photoshop. 

*Use makeups that produce a matte finish rather than a shine finish. Shine finish can be used for the 

lips. 

*Concentrate on the eyes.  The eyes are the key to any portrait. 

 

Glasses:  Obvious point: Glasses are made of glass.  Even with an anti-reflective coating, they will 

produce a glare. The best way to avoid glare is to take out your lenses.  Talk to your eye care provider. 

 Some provide this service free of charge.   

 

S E N I O R    2 O 1 9

Hair: For guys pay attention to your next haircut.  When after your haircut does your hair look the best? 

Schedule a cut at the appropriate time.  Make sure you shave.  Please have someone look you over to 

make sure you did not miss anything (especially on the neck).  

 

For girls go with a style that isn't super new to you.

http://www.houseofhairjamestown.com/
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PLEASE BE PUNCTUAL.  FOR 

OUTDOOR SHOOTS, I PLAN 

AROUND THE SUN. ARRIVING 

LATER THAN THE TIME AGREED 

UPON MEANS WE LOSE OUT ON 

GOOD LIGHT. 

 

THE CLIENT IS RESPONSIBLE 

FOR ACQUIRING ALL PERMITS 

AND NECESSARY PERMISSION 

FOR ALL LOCATIONS ON WHICH 

HAPPY MERMAID IMAGES WILL 

BE PERFORMING SERVICES.  (IN- 

OTHER-WORDS, IT’S UP TO YOU 

TO GET KEYS FROM THE COACH 

AND TO MAKE SURE THE GYM IS

AVAILABLE AT THE TIME THAT 

WE CHO0SE TO SHOOT.) 

 

IF, BEFORE YOUR SHOOT, YOU 

SUNBURN, BRUISE, OR HAVE 

MORE ACNE THAN USUAL, 

PLEASE LET HAPPY MERMAID 

KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. I 

TAKE YOUR IMAGES VERY 

SERIOUSLY, AND I WANT YOU 

TO HAVE THE BEST 

REPRESENTATION OF YOU 

THAT WE CAN CREATE.   

 

HAPPY MERMAID IMAGES IS 

NOT LIABLE TO DELIVER EVERY 

IMAGE TAKEN. THE 

DETERMINATION OF IMAGES 

DELIVERED TO THE CLIENT IS 

LEFT TO THE DISCRETION OF 

HAPPY MERMAID IMAGES. 



 any picture private that you do not want me 

sharing on social media or my website.  If you 

have any issue with your pictures, this is time to 

let me know. If you do not like your images, 

please do not download them.  Text me, and we 

will work together to fix the issue. 

     What are you not allowed to do? You are not 

allowed to re-edit your pictures.  What are you 

allowed to do with the pictures you receive on 

flash drive? You may make as many copies as you 

like. You may post them on social media. You 

may alter the crop so that you can have several 

different-sized photos from the same image.  

     Taking senior pictures is fun. Even student 

reluctant to take pictures, describe the 

experience as enjoyable.  Too, my job is to show 

the world the best version of you.  What does that 

look like?  I can't wait to show you. 

After your Session
     Once you have completed your session, I begin 

the process of editing your pictures. Will I remove 

your acne? Yes, but I do not remove tattoos, 

birthmarks, moles or any other 

more permanent feature without first consulting 

my client. I choose only the best images. We shoot 

hundreds of photos, but a solid senior collection 

will include around 50-75 images.  

Most of my images are cropped at 5X7. This makes 

it easy to buy wallet-sized images which are half 

that size or a larger 10X14.  Occasionally I 

will deliver a photo that for artistic reasons I crop 

differently. If I do so, I try to let my clients know 

that when I deliver the images.  If you need a 

different crop for a poster or the yearbook, just 

ask. 

     The first portrait you see from your collection 

will probably appear on Instagram.  Next you will 

receive a message from Happy Mermaid with a 

password to your online album. Your first job is to 

go through and "heart" your favorites and mark 



“INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVING A LIFE. 

PAY ATTENTION. 

BE ASTONISHED. 

TELL ABOUT IT.” 

MARY 

OLIVER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


